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If, then, one was not very sensible and earnest beyond
one's years, it will be understood that when the munshi
presented himself in the morning after a ball, or a late
night at cards and supper at the club, that then, like the
small boy in * Punch/ one would find that "the very idea
of work in this delicious weather is quite repugnant to
my feelings/' and that the tnunshi, who was paid by the
month, not unwillingly took a holiday and left you to
recuperate* One had almost unlimited credit in those days,
and there was nearly every possible temptation to a young
man just beginning life to indulge in wholesale extrav-
agance* Thure were legends of the debts piled up by
formur youn# civilians during their stay in college which
might well have terrilkd the unsteady. I do not think
that my time knew any really bad cases, but some of my
friends, like myself, were not studious, and hardly econ-
omical, and certainly wasted time and money in the
gaieties of Calcutta. A few had the good luck to be
carried off by friends to stations " up-country," where they
saw something of the people, learned the language, passed
soon, and got a start in the service of the idler in Calcutta,
The competition man, being generally older and made
of sterner stuff, was not so easily misled as was the youth
from Hailcybury. And as regards the ** New System/*
as It was termed fifty years ago, and its men, if they did
not materially improve the supply, it is, in my opinion,
quite silly to debit against them, as has sometimes been
done* any portion of the difficulties of recent years, the
inevitable outcome of so-called progress and of the times-
It is true that after the first year or so the service no
Jionger attracted, as at first, some of the picked mertrof the
tmiversities, and that the exceptional high average was not
sustained. Still, as a rule, the men were of a satisfactory
class. It was a question whether the raising of the age
limit was an Improvement, The Haileybury boy, caught
yonttg, took kindly to his work* He had generally relations
in the service, had been brought up to regard the appoint**:
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